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Main Altar, Upper Basilica
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Sorrowful Mother Novena Began .................... 1937
Consecration of Church ............................ 1956
Basilica Coronation ............................... 1957
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ACK in 1933 when the Order of Servants of Mary, celebrated its seven
...;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;.. hundredth Anniversary ... Pope Pius XII then Secretary of State and
known as Cardinal Pacelli was the principal speaker at the Anniversary Festivities
in Rome, Italy. At that time, replying to words of gratitude, he made this statement:
"I am always most happy to serve the Servants of Mary." This most loved and saintly
leader of our time, may be known in future history as "Our Lady's Pope." Certainly
... the Holy Father has proved his intentions of 1933 beyond mere words of praise
and promise. His personal solicitude has extended itself to the Servants of Mary in
far-off Chicago, Illinois and American Servites are most grateful to him. Since the
Sorrowful Mother Novena began twenty years ago ... he has shown a lively interest
in its progress, with personal letters of praise and frequent inquiries from visiting
Americans.
When the present Novena Director visited Rome in 1952, the Holy Father
commented on the weekly magazine, Novena Notes, claiming it was one "American
publication" he enjoyed reading and stated flatly: "it is a most powerful organ to
combat the evils of Communism in the U. S." In July of 1951 ... he granted a
Plenary Indulgence to all those who rightly intentioned make the "Via Matris" a
part of the Sorrowful Mother Novena devotion. This special indulgence can be
obtained not only on Friday, Novena Day, but ... every day of the year (under the
usual conditions) . The crowning point of his interest came on May 4, 1956, when,
contrary to custom ... he personally signed the Papal Brief raising Our Lady of
Sorrows to the rank of royalty among Catholic churches, declaring it a "Basilica
Minor." In signing the Basilica proclamation he made this statement to Father
Roschini, Procurator General of the Servite Order in Rome: "I want to honor the
city of Chicago and the Servants of Mary who have done so much to spread devotion
to the Sorrowful Virgin."
More than this .. . he blessed the Basilica Canopeum before it was shipped
to Chicago and granted a Plenary Indulgence to all those who make a pilgrimage to
the New Basilica during the year 1957. In expressing gratitude to Pope Pius XII
and dedicating this book to honor his name and memory . . . we hope Chicagoans
realize the importance of the papal honor conferred on our city and prove themselves
worthy of the Holy Father's personal attention. This year 1957, will be known as
" Coronation Year." We encourage Pilgrimages from far and wide and hope during
the "Coronation Year" every Catholic of the Archdiocese of Chicago will visit the
Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows and prove we appreciate the royal honors conferred
on us.

2

Cardinal Stritch and Basilica committee, left to right; Cardinal seated with Father
Paul M. Grace, O.S.M.; Standing, Father John M. Wondrasek, O.S.M.; Father
Hugh M. Calkins, O.S.M.; Father Jerome iU. DePencier, O.S.M.,. Father Clarence
M. Brisette, O.S.M.
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mort 'pace ... w, can't giv, due mdit to all tho" who hdp,d
make the Basilica dream possible, Cardinal Can ali, Cardinal Protector
of the Servite Order, Superiors of the Order of the Servants of Mary, such as the
Most Rev. Alphonse Monta (General of the Order), Most Rev. Gabriel Roschini
(Procurator General), Very Rev. Peter Rookey (American Consultor in Rome),
Very Rev. Joseph Srill (Provincial of Our Lady of Sorrows Province), Very Rev.
Paul Grace (Prior of Our Lady of Sorrows Monastery), and the Pastor of Our Lady
of Sorrows Church, Very Rev. Jerome DePencier. In justice ... we should reproduce
their pictures together with the names and pictures of the many Pastors and Novena
Directors who were responsible for the progress of the parish and the Sorrowful
Mother Novena these last 83 years (parish) and 20 years (Novena). All these ...
are bright human jewels representing zeal, love and years of labor now placed in the
crown that Pope Pius XII holds over his royal church (see cover) the Basilica of
Our Lady of Sorrows.
There is one man to whom the city of Chicago is most grateful. That
man . . . his Eminence Samuel Cardinal Stritch, Archbishop of Chicago. Without his encouraging cooperation . . . the only Basilica in the State of Illinois
would never have existed. When first we approached him relative to raising this
great West Side Church to the status of Basilica, we confess wonderment as to his
reaction. Once we stated our objective ... he smiled and in his characteristic fatherly
way raised both hands and said: "If any church deserves the Basilica honor, Our
Lady of Sorrows does." He not only read the rough petition-draft we had prepared
but ... rewrote it himself in a language proper to ecclesiastical procedure. Together
with the petition ... he sent a special letter of his own giving his whole-hearted
approval. Normally it takes from six months to years before the Congregation of
Rites in Rome makes any kind of approving gesture. Within four short days . . .
the Papal Brief proclaiming Our Lady of Sorrows a Basilica was written and presented to the Holy Father for his personal signature, the first time in the present
memory of Rome any church had been recognized so soon and the first such occasion
where Pope Pius XII signed the Brief himself.
For all this ... we are grateful to Cardinal Stritch, who presided over
the Coronation Services Jan. 8 and this deed will be perpetually remembered in one
of the commemorative tableaux on the walls of the Basilica. A hundred years from
now ... the many kindnesses Cardinal Stritch extended to the Servants of Mary,
may be dimmed in the memory of future generations. His picture, name and deed
will remain in the wall paintings as long as the Basilica stands and like the famed
Cathedral Basilica of Notre Dame de Paris it should last for centuries to come.
N TO"
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The Very Reverend
Austin Morini, O.S.M.
•

rightly call it the church o~ Our Lady of Sorrows .. . nearby
West Siders affectionately refer to It as "Sorrows." Throughout the
U. S. and Canada, people think of it in terms of "The National Shrine of Our
Sorrowful Mother." On May 4, 1956, Pope Pius XII erased old appellations in favor
of a permanent title ... raised this church to a new, papal and universal status and
forever it will be known as the "Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows." We feel sure in
the Chicago area . . . only one name will designate this church and Shrine, "the
Basilica." Exclusiveness shortens long descriptive titles to plain, simple words . . .
the museum, opera, Cathedral or Basilica.
Today, this new Basilica with its 200 ft. twin-towers is a landmark on the
West Side, a monument to the zeal and genius of its Founders ... the hundreds of
Servants of Mary who served this church and schools these last 83 years. Back in the
horse and buggy days, the original Our Lady of Sorrows Church (pictured on this
page) was not so pretentious. It was built of brick, a hundred feet long and in a
locality made up of prairie, pasture and cornland. Bishop Thomas Foley referred
to the new mission simply as "over the River" ... serving Irish immigrants establishing new homes in a new land, in Chicago then called, "the City of Manifest
Destiny." In 1874, America was in the midst of the "Financial Panic" started die
year before and Chicago was slowly arising from the ashes of the Great Fire of 1871.
What were the original parish boundaries of Our Lady of Sorrows in 1874, now (in
1957) house close to a million people. These boundaries to the East were Western
Ave., once the city limits where the "horse cars" stopped. To the North, North Ave.
and to the South, 12th Street then known as "Batavia Road." To the West, "the
horizon" was the limit and the first Servite priests, Father Morini (pastor) Father
Venturi, the"saintly "Miracle Worker" Father Tom and staunch pioneering Father
McCann served farmlands "a la horseback" in what is now known as Oak Park,
Austin, River Forest, Elmhurst, Maywood, Cicero, LaGrange and Lyons. There was
a Servite Mission at Riverside out on the "high prairie trail." St. Luke's parish in
River Forest and St. Mel's in Chicago were established by Father Tom.
The present magnificent church of Our Lady of Sorrows was begun in
1900 and dedicated Jan. 5, 1902. Plans for the new church were made by Father
Hugh Crevier (pastor from 1890-1900) and founder of St. Philip Boys High School
. (1904). In these too few pages we can't give the history of Our Lady of Sorrows
parish . . . the later Servite Pastors, Fathers Quigley, Sheahan, Burke, Mulherin,
Condon, Lyons, Scheltinga, Srill and DePencier. Their lives together with assistant
priests are mixed up with the heart and headaches of the brick and mortar stage ...
community exercises, care of souls, teaching, celebrations and great occasions of
joy accompanying the progress of all great parishes.
Significant . . . the dedication of the New Our Lady of Sorrows took
place on Jan. 5, 1902, in the presence of members of the hierarchy and clergy, civic
leaders including Carter Harrison then Mayor of Chicago. Fifty-five years and three
HlCAGOANS

First Church of Our Lady of Sorrows (J874)
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Lower Basilica Shrine where
Novena began

Marian Year; afternoon overflow crowd on steps of Basilica

days later, with a like entourage including Mayor Richard Daley ... His Eminence
Cardinal Stritch, Archbishop of Chicago, proclaimed the Papal Brief of Pope Pius
XII and formally crowned the first church in America under the patronage of Our
Lady of Sorrows as a "Basilica Minor." These royal "Coronation services" coincided
with the 20th Anniversary of the Sorrowful Mother Novena which was first established in Our Lady of Sorrows on Jan. 8, 1937. Like the church whence it sprang
... the origin of the Sorrowful Mother Novena was humble enough but once it
started its growth introduced the "Age of Mary" in the U. S. and prompted national
magazines such as Life and Time to call it "the religious phenomenon of the age."
Birth and early growth were nourished and sustained by the genius of Father James M.
Keane, O.S.M., who also prepared the prayerbook "Queen of Martyrs" with sixteen
editions involving more than 7,000,000 copies in 31 different languages. From a
parish devotion it grew to national and international proportions and is now established in more than 2300 parishes, 80 Cathedrals, army camps, convents, hospitals,
colleges and universities such as famed Notre Dame in South Bend.
Again space will not permit, we give the crowded history of the Sorrowful
Mother Novena ... its growth and spread, the stirring movements it sponsored, the
weekly magazine, Novena Notes, convert classes, production of the motion picture
the "Eternal Gift," Knights of Columbus and Nurses Day parades, the Parade of
Nations, the Crown of the Andes, the Pilgrim Virgin's visit, attracting 150,000 people
in one day, "the Crowning Glory Days" of the Marian Year, pilgrimages from far
and wide in one year attracting more than 20,000 Chicago high school boys and
girls. We can't omit the N.U.C. and N.A.C. organizations serving the Home Shrine
these last 20 years under the National Directors, Founder Father Keane, followed by
Father Lawrence Calkins, Father Terence Seery and Father Clarence Brisette, the
latter Director these last eleven years. Much more could be written, but ... our big
interest, the "Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows" and "Coronation Year," hoping to
attract all Catholic Chicagoans, encouraging them to attend the Sorrowful Mother
Novena Services on Fridays, joining more than a million fellow Novenites, praying
for the conversion of Russia and "an era of peace for mankind" fulfilling the
"requests" Our Lady demanded at Fatima in Portugal.
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Ame<icam and p"ticulady Chicagoan. . . . are not {amili" with
the full import of the title "Basilica" and even the clergy question its
meaning. We specify "Chicagoans" since the Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows is the
first of its kind in the whole state of Illinois ... they have had no reason to realize
the tremendous honor Pope Pius XII conferred on the city and the Archdiocese.
When first we approached His Eminence Cardinal Stritch ... we harbored the fear
our petition might not be granted for the simple reason, our own Chicago Cathedral
was not a Basilica not even famed St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York. Aside from
the four great Major Basilicas in Rome . . . we associated the title of Minor Basilica
with such world known places as Lourdes, the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris,
Guadalupe in Mexico, St. Anne de Beaupre and St. Joseph's Oratory in Canada.
Some of the outstanding Basilicas in the U. S. are . .. the Cathedral of Baltimore
(Cradle of the American church) , Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Boston, Our Lady
of Victory in Lackawanna, N. Y. and Mission Dolores in San Francisco, historic No. 1
Catholic Church on the far west coast.
The Greek word "Basilica" is of Eastern origin and means "Kingly or
Royal." Basilicas were known to the western world long before Christ was born. In
the Roman forum ... there were rooms or well lighted "halls of the kings" used for
public debates and to settle questions of law. Usually these halls contained a throne
where King or Emperor presided. In the homes of the rich ... there were similar
rooms built on a smaller scale. During the Christian persecution ... some of these
"halls of kings" were used by the early Christians as secret meeting places where the
priests said Mass and the King of Kings gave audience. Naturally, the owners of
these homes were converts to the Christian faith. In the year 313 ... Constantine
the Great passed an edict granting Christians freedom of ~orship. In the year 311
... there is evidence the emperor influenced by his mother, St. Helen, and his Christian wife, Fausta, gave his personal palace (called a "Basilica") to the Bishop of
Rome. This royal palace later became the first Major Basilica and is known as
St. John Lateran. Most people think of St. Peter's as the number one church in
Christendom. St. John Lateran is the first in time and importance and ... the popes
lived here for more than a thousand years. Over the entrance of this first Basilica
are the words, "Mother and Head of all the churches throughout the world."
Today . .. Basilicas are divided into two groups, Major and Minor.
There are only four Major Basilicas and these are confined to the city of Rome, Italy.
Aside from the two already mentioned, St. John Lateran and St. Peter, the others
are St. Paul and St. Mary Major. These are also called "Patriarchial Basilicas," since
they were technically regarded in history as the Roman seats of the Great Patriarchs.
These four churches are so exclusively Papal that nobody may officiate on the main
altar without written permission from the Holy Father. They are intended for the
use of the reigning Pontiff, belong to the papacy and in Rome are known as the
Pope's churches. All other Basilicas are "Minor" and are considered a part of the
royal family of churches or . .. arms of the Holy See throughout the world. Since
it is a papal and universal honor, once granted . .. no other authority can take it
away (see Papal Brief, Page 11 ).
The external privileges of a minor Basilica are: (1 ) Use of the canopeum
(or umbrella) symbol of a Basilica since the fourth century (full significance of the
canopeum is given on page 8) (2) Use of a special bell encased in the papal coat
of arms, with a picture of the patron of the church (explained page 8). (3) Display
of a special coat of arms, topped by the papal canopeum and in the case of the
Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows, a shield with symbols representing the U. S., the
city of Chicago, the Archdiocese of Chicago, Our Lady of Sorrows, the Servite Order
and the Sorrowful Mother Novena (see page 9). (4) Use of a special Basilica seal
in documenting valuable papers, such as Marriage or Baptismal certificates. (5 )
When present in a body ... the Basilica clergy enjoy priority of honor throughout
the world in processions, seating arrangements, etc. However, in their own particular diocese the cathedral clergy take precedence. (6) When there are "canons"

Basilica of St. John Lateran
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attached to a Basilica, the clergy are allowed the use of the "Cappa Magna" similar
to the cape usually worn by Cardinals and Bishops in processions. In the U. S. there
are no churches that have "canons."
There are no automatic spiritual privileges attached to a Basilica, but ...
affiliation with the Major Basilicas in Rome is possible if not even a sort of foregone
conclusion. We have applied for affiliation with St. John Lateran and St. Mary
Major in Rome. This means on certain Feast Days, those who visit Our Lady of
Sorrows Basilica will be able to obtain the same indulgences as if they visited these
churches in Rome. Rome acts slowly and in preparing this souvenir booklet we have
not pressed the point since we cannot improve on the privilege already granted us
throughout Coronation Year 1957, viz; a Plenary Indulgence for all those who visit
the new Basilica in pilgrimage form.

At Castel Gondofo, Basilica
Canopeum. Left to right; Very
Rev. Peter M. Rookey, General
Consultor in Rome; Very Rev.
Alfonse M. Monta, General of
the Servite Order; His Eminence
Cardinal Canali, Protector of the
Servite Order; and noted Mariologist, Very Rev. Gabriel M.
Roschini, O.S.M., Procurator
General

Fourth Station of
Via Matris,
Lower Shrine
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.....;...;;;;;;;;;;;;;;, he most distinctive mark of a Basilica is the use of ~he canopeum.
For practical purposes . . . it was originally a large umbrella and IS now so constructed that it cannot open more than half way. Like the Basilica which it symbolizes ... its original use can be traced to many years before Christ. It stands fourteen feet high and is made of twelve long stripes of cloth alternating in yellow and
scarlet colors. The reason for it.s height and brilliant colors was to designate the
presence of an emperor or king in public places such as . . . on the battlefields or
in the streets. Ancient arches or monuments commemorating great events of past
ages ... often show the canopeum near the person of the ruling power.
In the fourth century when the Emperor of Rome removed the seat of
power to Constantinople ... the Pope became the temporal head of Rome. He had
to assume this authority to protect the people of Rome and resist frequent invasions
by the barbaric tribes to the North. It was then he used the canopeum in processions
especially when ... he went from one basilica to another. It was borne by the clergy
to meet the Pontiff and held half open ... for instant use in case of rain or protection from the hot rays of the sun. This practical custom is no longer followed, but
... the canopeum remains a symbol of papal honors distinctive of a Basilica. It also
preserves the past into the present, uniting the old with the new ... giving continuity
to ancient Rome in new lands such as the modern city of Chicago in the U. S. Today
the canopeum and Basilica bell are borne in procession not by the clergy but by
outstanding members of the laity.
The canopeum of Our Lady of Sorrows is an exact replica of what was
used in ancient days ... with wooden ribs and a special wooden pulley to manipulate
the opening and closing of the umbrella. The Assirelli Studios in Rome (who also
supply the Vatican with works of art) made the canopeum and all the lower multicolored panels, depicting symbols of the city of Chicago, the Servite Order, the U. S.,
the Archdiocese of Chicago, Our Lady of Sorrows Church and the Sorrowful Mother
Novena were sewn by hand by expert seamstresses. Because of the size and weight
(100 lbs.) of the canopeum ... only a giant could carry it for any distance. For this
reason ... rather than cut down its size we have had to do a little modernizing and
have built a special steel undercarriage making it possible to easily wheel the heavy
canopeum in processions.

HE origin of the Basilica bell . . . is traceable to the custom of ringing
' -_ _~ a bell to announce the coming and leaving of the Holy Father when he
visited a Basilica. The bell is not more than six inches in diameter at its lowest part
and . . . is mounted on an elaborate framework fixed on the top of a banner pole.
The bell is carried in processions immediately behind the crossbearer and followed
by the canopeum. When not in processional use . . . both the Basilica bell and
canopeum may be displayed in the sanctuary. The right to these two insignia, being
a pontifical concession, cannot be curtailed nor abolished by diocesan custom nor
ordinance. From this use of papal symbols, theoretically at least ... a Basilica is a
church prepared to receive a visit from the Holy Father. The framework of the
Basilica bell at Our Lady of Sorrows, covered with gold leaf is a wood carving made
by Emil Thumn, fresh from the woodcarving workshops of famed Oberammergau,
Germany.
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special coat of arms representing the Basilica of Our Lady of Sorrows
is topped by the canopeum, distinctive heraldic device symbolizing the
papacy. Beneath the canopeum is a shield containing armorial bearings proper to the
church, the city and the archdiocese of Chicago. In the middle of the shield is the
heart of Our Lady of Sorrows pierced by Seven Sorrows. Rising from the Immaculate Heart of Mary is a rose symbolizing the Sorrowful Mother Novena which in time
augmented and spread throughout the world represented in the globe beneath the
heart. In the upper part of the shield is the monogram of the Order of Servants of
Mary. This monogram is topped with a crown and seven lilies, indicative of the
Seven Founders of the Order called by Our Lady in the year 1233 to establish a new
order dedicated to spreading devotion to her Sorrows. To the left of the Servite
emblem is a phenix, a mythical bird rising out of fire. The phenix is a part of the
coat of arms of the Archdiocese of Chicago and indicates the rise of the Catholic
Church from the great Chicago fire of 1871. To the right . .. is a shield representing
the U . S. and particularly Chicago. The sheaf of wheat on the shield represents
plenty and industry. Above the shield ... a half shell with a pearl inside. Shell and
pearl together . . . a symbol of Lake Michigan which Chicago borders and means
pearl of the Great Lakes.
HE

1III1 ~f

~, 195~~~

Coronat;on Day, 1m
of the Sorrowful Mother Novena .. . four paintings above and surrounding the Seven Founders altar (left side of the sanctuary) perpetuate the day and
event. Above the altar Pope Pius is shown (mural 14 ft. high) crowning the Basilica
of Our Lady of Sorrows .. . rising from the city of Chicago with its skyscrapers and
industries. On each side of the Holy Father are Vatican Guards ... one holding
the American and the other the Papal flag. Part of this painting is reproduced on
the cover of this book. To the immediate left and right of the Seven Founders altar
are ... excerpts from the papal Encyclical declaring Our Lady of Sorrows Church a
Basilica and the coat of arms proper to the Basilica, prepared by William F. J . Ryan,
specialist in heraldry, New York City. On th.e North wall, is a large painting of
Cardinal Stritch ... handing the Papal Brief to the Pastor of Our Lady of Sorrows
Church. To the left of the Cardinal . . . Msgr. Casey, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Chicago, and to his right Dr. John Callahan dressed in the uniform of a
Knight of St. Gregory and Mr. Charles Patterson in the full regalia of the 4th degree
Knights of polumbus. Famed bone specialist Dr. Callahan is a product of o. L. S.
grammar and St. Philip high schools. West Sider Mr. Patterson is a Faithful Navigator of the K. of C. and in the past has been of great assistance to the Novena.
These four commemorative tableaux ... the work from the gifted brush
of young Richard Schmid well known to Novenites for distinctive covers of Novena
Notes.
N

Candle and
Cross denoting
a Consecrated
Church.

Pulpit, Upper Basilica.

St. Joseph, Side Altar
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ELEVATING CHICAGO'S OUTSTANDING CHURCH TO A MINOR BASILICA

and most important church in America dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows is in populous Chicago teeming
industrial center. The Order of Servants of Mary established this place of devotion in the year 1874. In the
beginning of this century they built a spacious Church with a seating capacity of 3,000 ·people, patterned after a style of architecture identified with the Renaissance. Wonderful are the graceful towers rising at each side of the facade of the Church.
The marble of the Main Altar was imported from famed Carrara (quarries in Italy) and is topped by a picture of the
Sorrowful Mother.
Furthermore, there are chapels all along both sides of the nave, artistic choir stalls, sed eli a and pulpit. In addition to all this, the Church has a noted and well-known organ. However, what is most worthy of praise is the fact that this
Church is an outstanding place of devotion in America, where the Sorrowful Virgin is venerated. From this Shrine, the
devotion in the form of the "Novena to Our Sorrowful Mother" spread everywhere like an inundating river.
In the meanwhile, it is well to remember the Novena prayers to tpe Blessed Mother of God were first compiled
and then prayed in this Church and are now used in 2,300 Churches throughout the U. S. A. and other parts of the world.
These prayers have been said by countless numbers of people with great spiritual benefits. This fact must also be mentioned;
this Shrine is the most popular Church in Chicago and also in the U. S. About fifty priests of the Servite Order minister to the
needs of a large parish in conjunction with the Novena and are zealous in the excellent management of a parochial grammar
school and a high school for boys.
Since this great house of God is so replete with eminent merits, it is to be considered as a powerhouse whence
heavenly works generate. We have been asked to elevate it to the honor and privilege of a Minor Basilica. We who strive
to promote Marian devotion in every way have very willingly listened to the request, since it has been especially and ardently
recommended to us by Our Beloved Son, Samuel Alphonse Priest Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church, Archbishop of
Chicago. Therefore, having consulted the Sacred Congregation of Rites with knowledge, mature deliberation and exercising
the fullness of our apostolic power in this letter, we elevate the Church dedicated to Our Blessed Sorrowful Mother, generally
known in Chicago as Our Lady of Sorrows, to the honor ann dignity of a Minor Basilica as a perpetual parochial concession,
with all the rights and privileges which pertain to all the Sacred Houses which enjoy the same privileges, without any
obstacles whatsoever.
Let it be known by all these present : We declare and authorize that this document shall continue authentic,
valid and irrevocable and remains above change or removal by us or any future authority.
This is our decision and definition, and therefore, if anyone, regardless of authority, should attempt to add or alter
anything contained thereof, with knowledge or without knowledge, let him be informed that his act is null and void, stripped
of all effect.
.
Given under the seal of the fisherman of St. Peter's Church, Rome, May 4, 1956, the seventeenth year of
our Pontificate.
IRST

PIUS PP. XII

HOLY AND APOSTOLIC PENITENTIARY
OFFICE OF INDULGENCES
Most Holy Father:
The director of the Sorrowful Mother Novena in the Archdiocese of Chicago, prostrate at the feet of Your
Holiness, in honor of the sacred solemnities which will be celebrated throughout the entire year of 1957,
elevating the aforesaid Shrine to the dignity and glory of a Minor Basilica and also in celebration of the
Twentieth Anniversary of the institution of the Sorrowful Mother Novena, humbly petitions a Plenary Indulgence
to be gained once only by the faithful who have confessed their sins and have received Holy Communion as
often as they visit the aforesaid Shrine in pilgrimage for reasons of devotion and shall have offered prayers
also for the intention of your holiness. August 11, 1956.
By reason of the authority given it by our most Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, the Holy and Apostolic
Penitentiary graciously consents to the petition presen ted to be valid for the year of 1957 only, all to the
contrary notwithstanding.
NICHOLAS CARDINAL CANALI

(translation)

Grand Penitentiary

Marian Year; Lourdes
Candlelight ProcessIOn
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two high schools, with adjoining monastery and convent, a faculty
residence for teaching Viatorian priests, four gymnasiums, an athletic field, a parish
hall, a social center and a provincial office. Serving these organizations are 133
religious Priests, Brothers and Nuns . . . 55 Servites, 54 Sisters of Providence, 11
Viatorian Priests, 10 Daughters of Charity and three Franciscan Sisters. Including
these 133 religious men and women, plus lay teachers, office and maintenance help
etc. . . . altogether, there are 242 people who serve full time in some capacity or
other. More than 3,000 children receive a Catholic education plus part-time
education offered public school children. There are 19 altars where Mass is said
and 15 of these are within the Basilica itself. Upper and lower churches seat 3,000.
<THtN

Marillac Basilica Social Center with the most
comprehensive program in the United States

O.L.S. Basilica Parish Hall

St. Philip Basilica Boys High School
and, to right, S.P. Gymnasium.
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Seven Founders, Side Altar,
Upper Basilica
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Washington and Lincoln have become ... meccas for millions of Americans. They inspire patriotism. We want to see ... where history was made. During
the Crusades ... hundreds of thousands gave their lives that the Holy Lands might
be accessible to devout Christians. Rome, Lourdes, St. Anne de Beaupre, Our Lady
of Guadalupe . . . centers of religious fervor for Catholics all over the world.
Throughout most Catholic countries .. ' . each locality, aside from ordinary parish
churches, cherishes a special place of pilgrimage. In the great Northwest . . . the
Servite Fathers have erected a memorial to Mothers, a beautiful outdoor Sanctuary,
accenting the last words of Christ on the Cross "Behold Thy Mother," a place of
pilgrimage for some half-million people every Summer.
The Archdiocese of Chicago has the largest Catholic population in the
U. S. yet ... there are few centers of devotion which inspire and attract extraordinary
crowds. On special occasions such as the Eucharistic Congress in 1926 and the
Marian Year demonstration at Soldiers Field in 1954 .. . Chicagoans attended in
world-shattering numbers. During the Marian Year ... the Basilica of Our Lady
of Sorrows was selected by Cardinal Stritch as a place of special pilgrimage for the
clergy of the Archdiocese. Some six thousand Sisters, boys and girls from Catholic
high schools and many parishes travelled to this best known of Marian Shrines.
There were pilgrimages from neighboring dioceses ... some as far away as the city
of Winnepeg, Canada. During the "Crowning Days" of the Marian Year ... upper
and lower churches of O . L. S. were filled while the overflow spilled out into the
boulevard and necessitated blocking off this street to traffic for eight consecutive
nights.
Catholics crave and want these "specials" as a means to express the Faith
within them. They welcome the opportunity given them and . . . become better
Catholics when inspired by the unusual. Because of the new honor given Our Lady
of Sorrows Church, the title automatically makes it a place of pilgrimage for the
Chicago area. More than the title of Basilica "royalty" ... Pope Pius XII proved
his intentions by granting a Plenary Indulgence to all those who make a pilgrimage
to this historic Shrine during the year 1957. For this reason ... the whole year is
called "Coronation Year." Pilgrimages can be made at any time . . . but every
Friday night at eight o'clock there will be special services including the candlelight
procession and the singing of the Lourdes "Ave, Ave, Ave Maria." Each Friday night
will be reserved for a special Catholic organization, with their own speakers and
prominent laymen of each group carrying the Basilica canopeum and bell in pro-

14

Marian Year; Priests of Chicago Archdiocese come to the Basilica in pilgrimage
cession. We welcome other groups, representing city workers, postal employees,
C. T. A., Police and Firemen. There will be nights for doctors, lawyers, nurses, school
teachers, organized labor (C. I. O. and A. F. of L.) ... larger business organizations
such as nearby Sears and Roebuck, Montgomery Ward, Carson Pirie, Western Electric, etc. During the summer months, there will be a "Parade of Nations" involving
the many National groups (14) in the Chicago area. Small parish organizations
which could not fill the church by themselves may join the larger groups but . . .
before setting a date the Novena Office (NEvada 8-5800), should be notified. To each
member of a pilgrimage attending the 8 P.M. service ... this "Coronation Year"
booklet will be given free. This offer holds good for only those who come in pilgrimage form. The purpose of all this. . . (1) satisfy the innate urge Catholics have to
take part in Pilgrimages. (2) Encourage more Catholics to attend Friday services
in Chicago's 147 Novena churches. (3) To prove to Pope Pius XII Chicagoans are
worthy of and appreciate the honor he has conferred on the city: "I want to honor
the city of Chicago etc." (4) To honor the Mother of God, who chose Chicago to
open a new era of Marian devotion that spread throughout the world and indeed
... began the "Age of Mary" in the U. S.
In publishing this book, our purpose ... to acquaint Chicagoans with
the importance of the Basilica honor given us. Chicagoans know the history of its
only Basilica and we don't have to glory in a past that still throws its light before us.
What Chicagoans forget . . . when some 70,000 people came to the Basilica every
Friday under all weather conditions' and this outpouring of people was recorded in
National newsreels, magazines and newspapers even the Founder Father Keane

Overflow crowd on Jackson Boulevard listening
to service over loud speakers

Marian Year; some 20,000 High School student
pilgrims travel by bus to the Basilica

had no explanation for the phenomenon. He called it a "miracle" and ... let it go
at that. After twenty years and the Sorrowful Mother Novena has spread to more
than 2300 parishes . . . the so-called "miracle" continues but, we now have an
explanation. Before the end of World War I in 1917 ... Our Lady appeared to
three children at Fatima, Portugal, and prophesied more than thirty years of history
before it took place: (1) World War II, (2) the persecution of the Church and
martyrdom of many, (3) the spread of Communism, and (4) annihilation of many
nations (behind the Iron and Bamboo curtains). All these prophecies are now undeniable facts and we need write no more. World War II, Korea and their dire
consequencies could have been avoided if people had listened to a promise she made
at the same time she predicted the future: "If (enough) obey my requests Russia will
be converted and there will be an era of peace for mankind."
In 1937 ... when the Catholic world sat up and watched thousands of
fervent Chicagoans waiting to enter the then unknown church of Our Lady of
Sorrows . . . we knew nothing or little of the prophecies and promises made at
Fatima. In 1957, hindsight changes the picture and we know Our Lady herself was
responsible for the "miracle" of the Sorrowful Mother Novena. She was setting up
an organization which through Novena Notes, the' most widely read weekly Catholic
magazine in the U. S., would tell Americans about the great hopes held out to us
by Our Lady at Fatima. Study of The Novena prayers ... show that most of the
"requests" she then made are fulfilled by attending this devotion: (1) Consecration
to her Immaculate Heart (surrounded by thorns), (2) meditation on the mysteries
of the rosary (the Via Matris to which a Plenary Indulgence is attached), and all
these (3) including the recitation of the rosary and first Saturday Communions "with
the purpose of making reparation to my Immaculate Heart." To many Chicagoans
the prayers of The Novena are now "old stuff" and they no longer thrill to their
beauty nor enjoy participation in public prayer and song, but . . . the promise of
fulfillment remains: "if (enough) obey my requests, Russia will be converted and
there will be an era of peace."
As we write in November of 1956 ... the U. S. Air Force, Army and
Navy are alerted. There is danger of war in Egypt. Rebellion behind the Iron
Curtain may be shaking loose the straI!gIe hold Russia has over its Satellites ... we
don't know. We do know nothing is impossible to Our Lady ... if enough obey her
requests she will fulfill her promise and cause a change of heart within Russia. In
1937 ... Chicagoans stood up and were counted. They proved conclusively to the
world their love of the Mother of God was beyond the ordinary. In 1957 . . .
"Coronation Year," may mean more tl?-an crowning honors for a church, recognition
in papal and civic acclaim ... if Chicagoans accept the challenge, have the courage
to set aside one hour of the week to fulfill Our Lady's "requests!" Thim indeed ...
1957 will be the Coronation Year for the world! If Chicagoans react as they did 20
years ago ... 1957 might witness the downfall of Russia or better still its conversion.
This means peace ... peace to a tired, frightened, crazy, old world. The Basilica of
the Sorrowful Mother will become a monument to world peace ... its bells ringing
out on the tranquil air, drowning out fears of other sounds, the swish of fighter jet
planes, frightful falling H-bombs! Its heaven-pointed twin towers ... will become
beacons of hope to parents worried about the fate of their children, excessive taxes
to stock pile instruments of destruction. The Basilica prophetic message of Coronation Year ... Chicagoans loved, prayed, believed and obeyed and received the assuring reward ... the beginning of "an era of peace" in the year 1957!
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Main Altar, Lower Basilica

Fatima Wood Carvings,
Lower Basilica Shrine

Michelangelo's Pieta,
Lower Basilica Shrine
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The Basilica Bell
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The Basilica Canopeum
( Height 14 Feet)
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The Basilica Coat of Arms

